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1. About two wecks after the roturn of Gottwnld fronm the Crimea s Dr. Dionysiusg
Polansky, a rrominent merber of the Peoplets Party who was closely connected
vith the Soviet Enbassy, called a meeting of tuenty selectod lauyers of the
Feonleis Party, at which he made a spocch to the following effoets TStates
cannot oxist without a @ood tradition, Czechosiovakia has ite tradition,
which is 1000 years 01d in Bohonia and loravia, and in addition thers is the
old idea of a free Slovatia, which eame true in 1918, ‘o founded this state
of Czechs and Slovaks in 1912 and aftervards renewed it 4n 1945, Also the
obher countries %o which w are attached by bonds of friendship, 1.e, all
Slav States, but also Hunvary and Runania, have their tradition, even though
gore of them arose out of the ruins of the former Austro-~Hunc-arian monarchy.
Mowever, it is nov possible to live solely on the basis of political tradi~
tion. Eeconorie rotives are inereasinaly gaining the uprer hand, Austria-
Hunpary disintegrated because 1t w3 based on an economic, and not on a
political, foundation. The ideal of *hs monarchy, and a rather rotten mon-
archy at that, was not strong enoush to hold it torether, and this was the
cangs for its breakdown. But in the Peoples! Derocracies, thers is another
and -inf{initely ctrongor bond: ropuiar democracy. It is more than logieal
for Rumania, Bulsmaria, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, and Poland to
forn an onbity, by surplenenting each other econonleally in an ideal way so
as to mecome completely indaependent from western Europe and the USA, Another
decisive reason 1s that all thease States are moved by the sams idea and by -
the principle of the people's democracy. Tt is knowum that similar plans wers
brou~ht up hefors s but at that tine they were not yet ripe for realization,
How, on the return of the President of the Republic Gottimld, the spsaker is
able to announce the good news that at the Crimean conference, Stalin gave his
exrlieit consent to waise tho matter (beforehand discussed only in expert cir-
eles) of the so-called Danubian Federation of the Peoples! Democracieg,”

2. After thig aneech, a short debate followed. Somsbody asked vhere Poland came
in in a Danubian Federation, mt naturally, everybody present agreed and sug-
guested that a. resolution should be worked out, vhich wuld be submitied to .
Zapotocky and Gottwald. It was explained to them that Zapotoeky and Gottwald
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hed so far no use for a resolution, that the matter had to remain, for the
timo belng, strictly eonfidential, and that it would also be debdted 4in
the other parties of Czechoslovakia and made subject to preparatory discus-
sions in the other countries. It is necessary to add that this 1s not
& now idea. Alveady in 1935 and 1936, Fedor Hodza, at the time Prime Minls-
ter of Czachoslovakia, determinedly advanced the i1dea of a Danubian Federa-
tion, but without suecess. In 1947, it was none other than Dimitroff who
published his opinion of the necessity of a new Donauland. At that time,
Dimitroff's idea wma categorically turned doun by Moscow. Tho time had not
yet come, especailly sinee Hungary and Czechoslovakia were at that time still
democratic countries. However, now, sinee the introduction of dietatorship
in Fungary in 1947 and in Czechoslovakia in February, 1948, the situation has
completely changed. Now all satellite states a-e 100 percent obedient to
Moscow; a Danubian Federation, of high economic value and at the same time
completoly enslaved by Moscow, is without doubt a wonderful tool in the hands
of the Cominform,

The possible reasons for Moscow's approval of this new Union are numerous.
The establishrent of an economieally prosperous and mituslly conmplenentary
entity, would, if necossary, also form a counterwsight against the 16 States
in the Marshall Plan., The Danubian FPederation would also include obstinate
but Comrunist Yugoslavia and soms cormon economie and at the sams time poli-
tical eontrolling body of the Danubian federation would certainly often get
an orportunity to outvote Yuposlavia and be abdle slowly to force her, by
various means, to become onco more obedient to Moscow. Althoush Poland will
be a member of the Danubian Federation, no provisions have been made for the
inel-sion of Austria. Oprinions are split on this matter, but it is certain
that Moscow i1l retain a free hand to exert economic pressure on Austria
and disrupt her.
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